3o6                TO THE POPE'S FOOTSTOOL     [CHAP, xni

I have never invited it, and that I am still of opinion
that I ought not to engage in it.

But if you mean a discussion on the justice or in-
justice of your charge as it affects me as an individual
you are, I admit, so far right, that I shrink from con-
tinuing it in detail because, as I could not honestly
accept the mode in which you sought to relieve me
from your censure by suggesting that I did not know
what I was doing when I became a Catholic, I could
only support my assertion that your charge against
me was unjust by statements, which I would fain
avoid.

However, as you seem to think that I ought in
fairness to point out to you some of the grounds upon
which I rest that assertion, I will try to do so.

I think it unjust, in the teeth, as I venture to believe,
of the testimony of my past life, to hold me up upon any
theory whatever to my sovereign and to my fellow-
countrymen as likely to be wanting in civil loyalty and
duty, without my having had even the possibility of
doing anything to indicate that my whole character is
changed, and that I, who as you know well, have up to
now entertained a strong personal attachment to the
Queen and who owe her so much, am about to cast
those feelings to the winds and to forget those obliga-
tions.

Again, you say in your letter of the 4th, " I appre-
hend it is perfectly legitimate to charge true logical
consequences on opinions and acts, though not upon
persons," but I complain that you have used language
in your paper which I can only understand and which
I am sure that nine-tenths at least of those who read
, it will understand also as charging upon me, as a person,
what you have set down as in your opinion the " true